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OUR MISSION
The Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Illinois grants
wishes to children with life-threatening medical

conditions to enrich their lives with
hope, strength and joy.

Abigail
Pictured on the cover and

here during her wish
in May 2008

Abigail is an optimistic five-
year-old girl who loves

playing brain-teasing games
like Cranium Caraboo and

watching the movie Cars.
Abigail likes to belt out her

favorite songs to the Disney
Princess Sing-Along and

sometimes sings to her cat!

Abigail was diagnosed with
neuroblastoma, a form of

cancer that occurs in infants
and young children. She told
the Make-A-Wish Foundation
that she wanted to meet the

princesses in person.  Her wish
was granted in 2008 and she

was thrilled.  The highlight was
having lunch with the

princesses! 



Dear Friends,

The magic of a wish is a phenomenon that takes many ingredients, and produces
abundant joy for a child... joy that is shared by everyone involved.  As we update you
on our accomplishments, activities and financial health over the past year, our hope is
that you feel as connected to the mission as our wish children, volunteers and donors
who participate in the granting of magical wishes.

This past year was a year of transition in many ways.  The chapter took on additional
territory and devised and implemented strategies to increase our outreach and
streamline our processes...without impacting the high-quality of the wish experience for
our children.  These successful actions have positioned us to reach more children than
ever before, providing the hope, strength and joy that a wish can bring into their lives.

As we look toward the future, we know that there are many children who will need our
help, with an estimated 1,185 children newly-diagnosed each year in Illinois.  We also
know that we will be working in a challenging economic climate as we raise the funds
necessary to fulfill all of these special wishes.  Through thoughtful planning and the
continued support of our big-hearted donors and volunteers, we are confident that we
will share the power of a wish® with 700 children in Illinois this year.

We truly appreciate your past generosity.  Now more than ever, we need your help to
make sure that children with life-threatening medical conditions have the opportunity to
experience the hope, strength and joy that a wish can bring into their lives.

Best Wishes,

Doug Eckrote Stephanie S. Springs
Chairman, Board of Directors Chief Executive Officer

A Message From Our Leadership

Meeting Emeril Lagasse was
Courtney's dream.  Her wish

was granted in 2004 when the
10-year-old from Glen Ellyn

flew to New York and
watched the famous chef

tape a show. Courtney's wish
has stayed with her as she

successfully fought off
leukemia. 

Just last year she put her
cooking skills to work with the
chefs at Blue Plate to create a
special surprise for Make-A-
Wish supporters. Courtney
helped to develop a distinc-
tive dessert that was served to
more than 1,000 guests at the
annual Make-A-Wish
Foundation black-tie gala,
Wish Ball.



Cooking Up Dreams, Serving Up Joy
Like a spectacular meal, many ingredients and careful preparations are necessary
for a wonderful wish. When everything comes together, the result is a joyous treat for a
deserving wish child.

Wish Child, Executive Chef
It all starts with a special child.  The wish child uses his or her imagination to conceive
the perfect wish, just like a great chef creating a new dish. What starts with a dash
of whimsy as the wish begins, can be transformed into a feast of joy for all who are
able to partake. 

A Sprinkling of Hope: Referral Sources
A great wish includes the medical professionals who refer children to the
Foundation. Knowledgeable medical professionals, including doctors, nurses and
social workers, understand that a wish is a part of the overall treatment process for a

Terrell is a fun and active
five-year-old boy from

Chicago who loves to joke
around.  Terrell just adores

Mickey Mouse and also
likes playing football and

swimming.  Terrell is fighting
Acute Lymphocytic
Leukemia, a rapidly

progressing type of cancer
of the blood and

bone marrow.  

Terrell’s wish to go on
Disney Cruise was granted
in April 2008 (inset photo).

He and his family
concentrated on having

as much fun as they could,
enjoying the break from

doctors visits and medical
concerns, if only

for a while.



child living with a life-threatening medical condition.  In a place where wish children
are accustomed to hearing bad news, the prospect of a wish can renew their hope
that anything is possible.

The Finest Ingredients: Donors
The generosity of our donors makes it possible for a wish to be granted when the
children are ready. Just like a recipe requires many ingredients for success, the
Foundation relies on a variety of support from donors. Everything from individual
cash donations and corporate support to in-kind gifts of goods and services and
community fundraisers helps the Foundation grant wishes to hundreds of coura-
geous children each year. Each and every donation is an important ingredient to
fulfilling the mission of the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Stirring The Soul: The Wish Process
The process begins the moment a child learns that he or she can wish for anything.
This promise gives a child the opportunity to start dreaming about the possibilities -
something he or she may not have had time to focus on since being diagnosed
with a life-threatening medical condition.  Each time a wish child thinks about his or
her wish, that child is taken away from the everyday concerns of taking medications
on time, worrying about test results or finding a new way to live with the restrictions
their illness brings into their lives. Thinking about a wish renews hope and reminds a
child that anything is possible.

Two Parts Heart: The Wish Granting Team
Great wishes, like every excellent dish, are prepared by people who truly care
about the outcome.  Wish granters pull the various pieces together - interpreting the
child's desire into an amazing, life-changing experience.  Mix in the compassion, dili-
gence and altruism of the entire wish granting team - made up of both volunteers
and Make-A-Wish staff - and the wish is well on its way to becoming a magical cre-
ation that will bring lasting joy to a very special child.  Volunteers and staff work
together planning every detail so the wish child and his or her family can enjoy the
wish, without worries.

Abundant Warmth and Feeding The Spirit: Community Support
Community supporters from all walks of life are integral to fulfilling the mission of the
Make-A-Wish Foundation.  Through raising money, granting wishes, and expanding
the Foundation's outreach and education to the medical community, these sup-
porters provide connections to the community that help smooth the process of
granting wishes.  The compassion of volunteers radiates through everything they do,
enriching both the wish families and the supporters themselves, and ensuring a won-
derful, joyful wish experience for everyone involved.

Voila, Joy! - The Wish Comes True
Watching a special child smile (perhaps for the first time in months) and revel in the
thrill of a dream come true, is sustenance for the soul.  The moment a wish comes
true is an experience that all who have helped can also enjoy.  The ingredients
have all come together and now everyone can partake in this wonderful feast of
hope, strength and joy...a magical wish experience...for a very special wish child.

What do kids
wish for?
Disney Parks/Cruise - 45%

Celebrity Meet & Greet - 9%

Party/Special Gift - 9%

Shopping Spree - 9%

Hawaii Travel- 8%

Other Travel - 6%

Computer - 5%

International Travel - 4%

Cruise - 2%

Electronics - 2%

Pool - 1%



WISH VISIONARY | $100,000 +
GATX Corporation
Hyatt Marathon*
Learning Care Group, Inc.
Zeller Family Foundation
Anonymous

WISH LEADER | $50,000 to $99,999
Apple Sauce Inc./Apple ILLINOIS, L.L.C.
Broker Boxing*
Oaklawn HTMS Walk*
Oswego Fire Golf Outing*
Ultimate Gymnastics Wish Classic*
Vee Pak, Inc.
Will Grundy Petrochemical Golf Outing*

WISH SUSTAINER | $20,000 to $49,999
Allstate Giving Campaign
Anelise Adams*
Arie & Ida Crown Memorial
Baxter International, Inc.
Bedding Experts
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Brunswick Corporation
Caterpillar Foundation
CDW
Richard & Jill Chaifetz
Charter One
Cheli's Golf Outing*
Chi Omega, Omicron, University of Chicago*
David Chotiner Memorial Walk*
Driehaus Capital Management LLC
Douglas & Kim Eckrote
Brian & Michelle Flynn
Donald & Beverly Flynn
Gerald & Marilyn Freda
Grainger
Greater Chicago Insurance Community 

Golf Outing*
IBM Employee Service Ctr
Jacob J.  Fink Charitable Foundation
Jenny's Steakhouse Golf Outing*
The Kainz Family Foundation
Tina Lavezzorio
Peter & Cheryl Magrini
Mary Ann Mahoney
The Manne Family Foundation
Mercer Consulting Group
John & Susan Novak
Prate Installations Charitable Golf Outing*
Realty Executives of Illinois*
Sarkisian Foundation
Ralph Schockey
Martha Schomer
Sperling Brothers Golf Outing*
TAP Giving Campaign
United Healthcare Services, Inc
Unum
Mike & Andrea Vennetti
Ralph & Sandi Vennetti
The World's Premier Event: The Tudi*
Anonymous

WISH INVESTOR | $10,000 to $19,999
Alvin and Helene Eicoff Foundation
Cheryl & Gary Anderson
Arlington Park*
Blum-Kovler Foundation
Bob Rogers Travel
Brian P. Rangel Memorial Golf Classic*

Brinker International
John & Michele Butera
Celebrity Sing For Wishes*
Chi Omega, Rho Kappa - Illinois State*
Chicago Board of Trade Foundation
The Chicago Community Trust
Cody's Canteen*
Barry & Lisa Cohen
Geraldine and Bill Cowlin Foundation
Daily Herald
Deloitte & Touche*
DLA Piper
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Easter Classic Golf Outing*
Jeffrey Eicoff
FMCC Golf Outing*
Foglia Family Foundation
Christopher Foreman & Laura McCain-
Foreman
Steve & Jaynai Fort
George M. Eisenberg Foundation for 

Charities
Golder Family Foundation
Adam & Debbie Goodhart
Gary & Heather Graves
Grosvenor Capital Management
Lynne & Barry Handwerker
Marguerite Hark
Helen Brach Foundation
Steven & Diana Holland
Mark Hoplamazian
Hyatt Rosemont
Illinois Association of Mortgage
Professionals Golf Outing*
Interior Alterations Inc.
Jason Lev Gobi Desert Race*
JDM Steel
Jewelers For Children
Jones Lang Lasalle Americas*
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
Kadisak Tile & Carpet
Kid's Benefit*
Dennis & Theresa Kolkebeck
Lake Forest High School*
Live Nation*
Luster Products, Inc.
Maine South High School*
McWethy Foundation
MF Global
Denise & Michael Mikula
Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.
Navman Wireless North America LP
New Trier High School*
Robert & Nancy Northrip
Douglas Pattison and Ginger Evans
Patton Elementary School*
Lawrence & Shelley Pilon
Richard E. Lyke Charitable Lead Trust -
Margaret MacDonald
Robert W. Baird & Co.
RSA Medical
George Salerno
Scott Byron & Co. Inc.
Second Federal Savings
Skip Viragh Charities
SYNNEX Corporation
Turner Construction Golf Outing*
U.S. Bank
ULINE, INC.
Van Ru Credit Corporation

Dave and Julie  Vennetti
Ralph & Kathy Vennetti
Wakeen's Poker Run *
The Walsh Foundation
Walter R. Sundling Junior High School*
Westfield LLC
Deanne & Robert Wiedeman
Witt/Keiffer Ford, Hadelman, Lloyd
Anonymous

WISH GRANTER | $5,000 to $9,999
3D Exhibits, Inc
Acer America Corporation
Adams Area Regional Council Wine &
Dine*
Advisory Research, Inc.
Greg & Lisa Ahern
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Alben F. and Clara G. Bates Foundation
Alterian*
Anne M. & John E. Benson Charitable 

Remainder Trust
Antoinette Parrilli Benedict Foundation
Arch Insurance Group
Aronberg Goldgehn Davis and Garmisa
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Artiture*
Assurance Agency
Balasa, Dinverno & Foltz LLC
Alan Barsumian
Brian & Carol Basic
Tim & Erica Benton
Beijo Bags*
Wally Beville
Big Hitters Golf Outing*
Blue Chip Marketing
Mark & Jamie Brady
Buckeye Golf Outing*
The Buechele Family Fund of the Greater 

St Louis Foundation
Buffy Slay-A-Thon*
Burdeen's Jewelry
Michael & Bobbie Carson
Carstar
Carstar 600 *
Caruso Middle School*
Cavero Medical Group
Central States Trucking
Chi Omega, Mu Delta - Bradley University*
Chicago Irish Brotherhood
Chicago Messenger Service
T.J. & Roman Chung
Jeffrey & Jane Crouth
Crowe Horwath LLP
Dana Hotel & Spa*
Bryan & Catherine Daniels
David & Susan Spires Superbowl Party*
Armond & Kitty Dinverno
Dollar Tree*
DuPage Community Foundation
DWS Investments
John Edwardson
The Elick & Charlotte Lindon Foundation
David & Debra Ellis
Robert & Kiki Engelking
Enterprise Mortgage Corporation
Gene & Tobi Faut
Field Elementary School*
Calvin & Sally Frese
Gallagher Benefits Services

Geneca, LLC
H2O+
Harry J. Harczak, Sr. Memorial Foundation
Terry & Dianne Hatch
Denise Higgins
Nancy & Allen Hirschfield
Holiday Rambler RV Club*
Huron Consulting Group
Hyatt Lodge at McDonald's Campus
Hyatt Regency Chicago
Hyatt Regency McCormick Place
Hyatt Regency O'Hare 
Steven & Barbara Iborg
Illinois B.A.S.S. Federation Nation*
Illinois Government Finance Officers Golf 

Outing*
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Interior Investments L.L.C.
International Decorators, Inc.
Jake Wigoda Memorial Fund*
Wayne & Margie Janus
Jewish Federation of Metro Chicago
John Sakash Company
Joliet West High School*
Michael & Amy Kahn
The Kathleen B. and Charles R. Walgreen III

Foundation
Katten Muchin Rosenman Foundation
Chris & Kathy Kravas
Kroger Coin Drive*
Sean & Donna Leahy
Jeannette & Steve Levitt
Heather & Mark Locus
Loeb Equipment and Appraisal Company
Loeber Motors, Inc.
William Lynch
Nathaniel & Kristen MacAdams
Madison Junior High School*
Magnetrol International
Maine South Orchesis*
Don and Cindy Malin
Joe & Rika Mansueto
Tom & Mimi Marcucci
Marlowe Middle School*
Joe & Diane Mazza
MB Charitable Foundation
Hilary McLoughlin
The Meeting Group, Inc.
MG Design
MH Equipment
Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Midas Cookout For Kids*
Miller Advertising Agency, Inc.
Russel & Randi Miron
Mistwood Golf Outing*
Paul and Carol Morrison
David & Lynn Mouser
Karl & Jeanne Mueller
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg
John & Soula Neumaier
New Lenox Auto Body Golf Outing*
Oak Park River Forest High School Tau 

Gamma*
Roxy & CC Odom
Olympic Steel
Stan & Janice Pajerski
Linda & James Parck
Partners by Design Incorporated
Marianne & Thomas Patrevito

Our Supporters
The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinos extends our deepest thanks to the many donors who nurtured our mission through
financial contributions during Fiscal Year 2008 (September 1, 2007 to August 31, 2008).  

*This total represents many individual and community donations that were raised for this event.
Names appearing in italics are donors who have supported the Foundation for five or more consecutive years.



Brian & Heidi Paul
John & Judith Pendell
Peoria Day Surgery Center Volleyball
Tournament*
Ric & Kathleen Phillips
Power Buying Dealers Golf Outing*
Primacy Relocation
Print Production Open*
Professional Construction Management
The Prudential Foundation
James Pruyn
Debbie Purcell
Timothy & Linda Reedy
Ashley Resnick
Paul Richard & Dona Litzsinger
Rick Stearns Bash*
Steve & Jen Ring
The Robert Campeau Family Foundation
Andrea Roeder
Rosalind Franklin Medical School*
Paul & Joan Rubschlager
Ron & Jessica Santella
Scannell Investments*
Mark & Julie Scarpelli
James & Patricia Screeden
Phillip & Karen Siebert - In Memory of 

Wilma Siebert
Smiles For Sarah Event*
Society of Cable Telecommunications 

Engineers Golf Outing*
Sonja and Conrad Fischer Foundation
South Park Elementary*
Southern Illinois Chicken & Beer Dance*
Spa Bleu*
Kevin & Mary Speicher
Springfield High School*
St. Damian School*
St. Joseph School*
Stadheim Foundation
STARCOM WORLDWIDE- TAPESTRY
Jonathan & Nancy Stevens
Ralph & Gloria Stewart
Robert Stovall
Stroller Strides For Wishes*
Gene & Trudy Sturino
Jill & John Svoboda
Sycamore Odd Fellows Lodge Oddfest*
TCS Group LLC
The Terri and Kieron Team at RE/MAX 

Suburban
Thornton's Oil
Tremont High School Chili Cook-Off*
Tricoci University*
UGN INC
Jon Ukman
United Way of Southern Illinois
University of Illinois Foundation
Vantage Group
Maria & Silvio Visconti
Wal-Mart Foundation
Wayne Guttormson Daytona 500 Fund
Wesclin High School Walk-A-Thon*
Weyerhaeuser Company
William Blair & Company
Lloyd & Frances Williams
Wheeling High School*
Wolfe Restorarion Inc.
James & Gertrude Wooten
Nancy Wright
Jeffery & Amy Young
Anonymous (3)

WISH PARTNER | $2,500 to $4,999
Abbott Laboratories Employee Giving
Advanced Plastic Corp.
The Allyn Foundation, Inc
Alpha Phi Omega, Zeta Alpha - Bradley*
American Cancer Society
The Angelica Berrie Foundation Inc
Anne Marie Belanger for Judge Committee

B & J Association Inc
Bara Electric, Inc.
BCS Financial Corporation
BG Distributors*
Karen & Carl Blay
Bogie's Ale House*
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella
C.H. Robinson Worldwide
Caddie Masters
Capitol Indemnity Corporation
Cass Junior High*
Champps*
Chi Omega Alumni - Chicago SW Suburbs*
Chi Omega, Rho Mu - Depaul*
Chicago Mercantile Exchange Foundation
Clark Wamberg LLC
CNA Foundation
Cook County Sheriff's Softball Tournament*
CPCU Golf Outing *
CPCU Rock Valley*
Crawford, Murphy & Tilley
Kelley & Michelle Drake
James Earl
East Family Christmas Display*
Enterprise Fleet Services
Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation
FCL Builders
Fish For A Wish*
Fleet Trailer Sales Inc
Follett Corporation
Scott Foster
Gallagher Benefit Services
George and Arlene Rusch Memorial
Foundation
Deborah Golden
The Guzior Family Foundation
H&M Classic Golf Outing*
Jeff & Rachel Haley
Hannah Jaffe Batmitzvah*
Byron & Debbie Holden
Hospira Employee Giving
Illinois B.A.S.S. Federation*
Incredible Technologies*
International Trading Group, LLC
Andrew & Janice Janes
John Buck Company
Kaneland John Shields Elementary*
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
KnL Vending, Inc.
Knowledge Learning Corporation*
Ryan & Stacey Koszut
David & Kristine Mahon
Mann Family Foundation
Material Sciences Walk*
The Matthew Etheridge  Golf Outing*
Meaden & Moore Golf Outing*
Mineola Bay Independence Day Inc
ML Realty Partners
Muvico*
David & Evelyn Najman
Don Nickerson
Marty & Mary Lou Noll
Normal Community West High School*
NSC Transport*
Robert & Jennifer Paras
Peter McGarry Memorial*
Prairie Junior High*
Premier Design & Build Group LLC
Randy Palya Memorial Fund*
Rebecca & Matthew Pierce
Ride For Wishes*
Jennifer & Thomas Rowe
Runzheimer International
The Russell Berrie Foundation
Sacred Heart*
Sage Restaurant Halloween Soiree*
Matthew Sass & Lynn Roberts
Schaumburg High School*
Peggy & Joe Schott
Scott Detmer Memorial Tournament*

Sherman Memorial Golf Outing*
Single Path
Spring Brook Elementary School*
Star Chapter 193 - Woodstock Star 

Motorcycle Group*
Bill & Sandy Stephen
Studio 21*
Symantec Corporation
Toco Festival*
UBS Matching Gift Program
United Way of Metro Chicago
United Way of Tri-State, Inc.
University of Illinois Concessions*
USBC WBA*
Vedder Price Kaufman & Kammholz
Verizon Foundation
Wauconda High School Holiday Fundraiser*
WDRV*
York Center Stevenson Elementary School*

WISH FRIEND | $1,000 to $2,499
180 Promotions
AIP International
James & Jeanine Allsup
Alta Packaging, Inc.
Ameren IP
American Academy of Sleep Medicine
American Agricultural Ins., Co.
American Endowment Foundation
David & Joy Amundson
Jerry & Katie Anderson
Arco Construction
Arthur and Sylvia Foundation
ASMC Land of Lincoln Chapter*
AT&T Employee Giving/United Way 

Campaign
Patrick Bachrodt
Kenneth & Catherine Balinski
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Bank of America United Way Campaign

Bank of Lincolnwood
Bankers Alliance
Darrin & Elaine Bareck
Tom Barkley
Dorothea Battista
Bedford Sales
Bellick Foundation
Best Plumbing Inc
Big Give Premier Party By Mark Brown*
Birdies For Charity #250*
BMW Constructors Inc
Nicole Bongiorno
Alan Borlack
BP Fabric of America Fund
BP Matching Funds Program
Shirley Becker
Sharmila Bhambhwani
Bretford Manufacturing*
Brian & Judy Belva Holiday Party*
Bridgestone Firestone Trust Fund
Willie Brown
Cables To Go
Alice & Kevin Campbell
David Cannavino
John Caraher
Central Labor Council Working Women's 

Committee*
Mary Chait
Charitable Auto Resources Inc
Charity Sports Auctions
Charter Steel Trading
Chef Solutions Inc
Chicago Police Department Patrol Division
Chicago Pub Challenge*
Chicagoland Flower & Garden Show*
Chubb & Son, Inc.
Nick Ciaccio
Thomas Clark
Clausen Miller P.C. Attorneys at Law
Coldwell Banker Golf Outing*

Emilio, from Normal, Illinois, became a big fan of Paula Deen
when he watched her on television the many days he stayed
home due to illness.  She even inspired him to start helping in the
kitchen at home. The Make-A-Wish Foundation granted his wish to
meet his favorite television personality at a cooking trade show.
He was thrilled to talk cooking with her and got lots of hugs during
his wish, too!

*This total represents many individual and community donations that were raised for this event.
Names appearing in italics are donors who have supported the Foundation for five or more consecutive years.



Collinsville Fraternal Order Of Police NO. 103
Giovanni & Susan Colombo
Congregation Beth Am School*
Contribution Committee Party*
Cooper Industries
Cory & Associates Inc
Country Companies Insurance
Anthony & Mary Lou Dalesandro
Jeffrey & Karen Davis
DeMuth Inc.
Devonshire School*
Discover Financial Services Employee Giving
Rick Dow
Dorene & John Drake
Drummond Industries Inc
Hal Dunne
Early Times Street Rods, Inc.
Edwardsville High School*
Arthur & Robin Eisenstot
Eldorrado Chicago Real Estate
Elgin Academy*
Robert & Peggy Elliott
Jocelyn Ellman
Paul & Eileen Estrem
ExxonMobil Foundation
Claudia Fabela
Ruth & David Fazio
Gary & Elizabeth Fazzio
Alan Feldman
Debra Fey
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fox Family*
Frank Carl Calabrese Inc
Fraternal Order Of Eagles*
Fred & Helen Ellis Charitable Foundation
Friendship Junior High*
Frontier Construction, Inc.
Margaret Funk
Jodi Fyfe
Gallery Cabaret Block Party*
Garden Tractor Pull*
Peter & Sally Gennuso
Eric & Jackie Gichner

Robert & Cheryl Gilhooley
Give with Liberty
GKN Foundation
Glenbrook South High School*
Glenwood Middle School*
Jennifer & Robert Glickenberger
Global Impact
Melanie & William Goodell
Michael & Christine Gordon
Bill & Toni Granato
Graphtech Systems LLC
Great American Insurance Company
GWS Hong Kong
Tammee Hagen
Hamlin Upper Grade Center*
Brian & Amy Hand
Hanover Insurance Group
Chris & Julie Hardy
Mary Harland
Barbara & Thomas Harris
Harris Bank Foundation
The Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation
Health Care Service Corporation
Heitman Architects Incorporated
Hellenic Society of Constantinople
Eric Helsley
Jeff & Alicia Hill
Fritz & Nancy Hirsch
Carol Hofert
Home Builder's Association Auction*
Horseman's Guarantee Corp of America
Horton Group
Joyce & Galen Hosler
Harry Hostetler
Hough Street Elementary School*
Louise Howson
Hubbard High School*
Amy & James Hughes
Andrea Hunt
Hyatt Deerfield
Icon Mechanical Contractor LLC
Illinois Mutual
Ingredients, Inc

Tony Jerisha
Jimmy McCarthy's Walk*
Kasky Triplets Birthday Party*
Kathleen & David Kennedy
Scott & E B Keeve
Kenneth & Kathleen Kies
John & Kathleen Kinahan
Klein Tools, Inc.
George Klenberger
Rafi Kodjavakian & Lisa Palmer-Kodjavakian
Kohl's Corporate Headquarters
Steve Kopach
Leon Korol*
KPMG LLP
Michael & Janet Krasny
Robert & Barbara Krugman
LaBarge Pipe & Steel
La-Co Industries, Inc.
Lezley Lach-Kuharevicz & Lawrence
Kuharevicz
Lake Louise Elementary School*
Lake Zurich Orchesis Dance Club*
Lanter Delivery System
Layton Athletics*
Alan Lee
Daniel Lek
Ronald & Julienne Lentz
Levinson Simon & Sprung, P.C.
Life Time Fitness Foundation
Lincoln Manor Nursing Home Residents*
Lithographers Club of Chicago*
Theodore & Colleen Litz
Liz Claiborne Foundation
Lockton Companies
Donald & Priscilla Lowry
Peggy Lundberg and Dan Overton
Lynn's Sales & Service
Diane MacWilliams and Bob Nelson
Martino Junior High*
Randy Mattoon
McCormick Tribune Foundation
McDonald's Corporation
Medinah Country Club*
Mesirow Financial
Michael Lee
Jack & Hannah Michelson
Modern Woodmen of America
George & Margaret Morgan
Morgan Stanley
Joseph & Vicki Morris
Morton's Thirty Years for Thirty Wishes*
Mundelein High School*
National Automatic Merchandising 

Association*
National Chi Omega*
National Christian Foundation
National Investment Advisors Golf Outing*
NCI Painting & Decorating
Norbert Riedel & Loan Tran
Oakton Figure Skating Club*
Jim Oliff
Robert & Kate Ontko
Jon & Jill Otterberg
PAMCANI Golf Outing*
Park Hyatt Chicago
Parker Hannifin Foundation
Peabody Energy
The Peninsula Hotel Chicago
Penny Lane Bags Tournament*
Percy Julian Middle School*
David & Jennifer Phelps
Kenneth Phillips
Pinball Expo*
Pontiac Junior High School*
Dennis & Phyllis Propp
Randolph County Saddle Club, Inc.
Razny Jewelers*
The RDI Group
Ronald Reeder
The Reichert Foundation
Residential Home Health LLC

Rhea & Kaiser Advertising
RNC Telecom Services
Mark Robbins
Rock Island Fundraising Challenge*
Rock Island Regional Council No 

Attendance Gala*
Roosevelt Middle School*
Dawn & Andy Rousonelos
Roy & Lil Jenkins Memorial
Steven & Sandra Sandler
Madeline & Joseph Sapore
Schiesher School*
Lloyd & Darlene Schooley
Edward Schulz
Richard Schumacher
Serv-A-Lite Products, Inc.
Paul & Laura Sforza
Steven & Leslie Shapiro
Gail Sharkey
Sheldon & Peal R. Leibowtiz Foundation
David & Susan Sherman
Silicon Valley Community Foundation (The 

Palm Foundation)
The Siragusa Foundation
Rosemarie Skopec
Larry & Terry Smith
Smith Chiropratic Patient Day*
Soffer Construction Inc
Solomon Schechter Day School*
Kenneth & Frances Spielman
Stephanie Springs & Gary Cole
St. Clair County East Rotary Fall Festival*
St. Genevieve School*
St. Isaac Jogues*
Mark & Susan Stachulski
Sharon Staley-Kennedy
State Farm Companies Foundation
Judy Stevenson
Stewardson-Strasburg High School*
John Stibel
Jeff & Kelli Stovall
Strategic Marketing, Inc.
Student Nurses Association Of Illinois*
Andrea & Garett Suderski
William & Clare Sullivan
Kimberly & Jared Svoboda
Scott & Rhonda Swanson
Symantec Golf Outing*
Tabet DiVito & Rothstein LLC
Peter Tibbles
Tracy Family Foundation
Triangle United Way
Tuohy Horticultural Enterprises INC
U of I WishMakers on Campus*
Unilever United States Foundation, Inc.
Union Street Station*
Tom VanDehey
Wal-Mart
John Warzecha & Marlene Warecha
Washington Community High School*
Washington International Insurance*
Washington Mutual Employee Giving 

Campaign Program
Paul Webber
The Weinstein Organization
K. Michael Welch
Wellpoint Associate Giving Campaign
Lynne Weston-Pontikes
Whitley Enterprises, Inc
WICD News*
Wieland Family Foundation
Wilbert Funeral Services
Will Family*
Williamson County F.O.P. Local 197
Chris Willig
Winston & Strawn
Winthrop Harbor Yacht Club*
Wolfy's
Woodlawn Middle School*
Patricia Zenner
Anonymous (4)

Joshua is an incredible boy who lives in Worth with his family. He is
really into superheros, so his wish was to visit them at a theme park in
Florida.  Since his wish, his parents have said Joshua, 5, has come out
of his shell.  Who wouldn’t after meeting Spider-Man in person?

*This total represents many individual and community donations that were raised for this event.
Names appearing in italics are donors who have supported the Foundation for five or more consecutive years.



WISH LEADER | $50,000 + 
Robert & Elizabeth Parkinson

WISH SUSTAINER | $20,000 to $49,999
Stan & Janice Pajerski
David & Keely Wise

WISH INVESTOR | $10,000 to $19,999
Mark & Jamie Brady
Douglas & Kim Eckrote
Rob & Alison Egeland
GATX Corporation
Jeff & Rachel Haley
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Lisa Konieczka & Mike Wilford
Tina Lavezzorio
Midas International Corporation
Douglas Pattison and Ginger Evans
Bill Van Huis
Warner Brothers Entertainment, Inc.

WISH GRANTER | $5,000 to $9,999
Charles Allen
Peter & Susan Anthony
Caterpillar, Inc.
Clark Wamberg LLC
Armond & Kitty Dinverno
John & Karen Disharoon
Edelman
Mary Emerson
Katherine & Wayne Endre
Ernst & Young LLP
Gonnella Baking Co
Google
Gary & Heather Graves
Harpo Studios
Fritz & Nancy Hirsch
Learning Care Group, Inc.
Littelfuse Inc.
Peter & Cheryl Magrini

Tom & Mimi Marcucci
McCracken Label Co
Steven & Diane Miller
Moroch
Navman Wireless North America LP
Robert Nelson
NES Rentals
Jon & Jill Otterberg
PAMCANI
Linda & James Parck
Lawrence & Shelley Pilon
Brian & Mary Roscoe
Seyfarth Shaw
Silver Point Capital
Rick Stearns
TCS Group LLC
Tecta America Corp.
Vericlaim

WISH PARTNER | $2,500 to $5,000
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Adams
Marshall & Bebe Berkoff
Steven & Carolyn Brown
Michael & Darlene Buenzow
John & Michelle Butera
T.J. & Roman Chung
Cornerstone Partners
Gerald & Marilyn Freda
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Huber
Wayne & Margie Janus
Loeber Motors, Inc.
Joe & Diane Mazza
Robert & Nancy Northrip
Peregrine Financial Group
Quicksilver Associates, Inc.
Jeff & Suzanne Ralston
RSM McGladrey, Inc.
Suzie & Samuel Tinaglia
Trueman Brown LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Turzich

WISH FRIEND | $1,000 to $2,499
David & Joy Amundson
Joseph & Tamilyn Banno
James & Diane Boler
Michael & Jamie Boler
Richard & Catherine Casey
Carlos & Cynthia Cata
Jon & Heather Chait
Chicago Car Auction, Inc.
Barry & Lisa Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck DiFranco
Joseph Dotoli & Joan Clolery-Dotoli
Rick Dow
Robert Durkee
Glenn & Jennifer Erickson
Mike Feagley
John & Stephanie Figlioli
Chuck French
Calvin & Sally Frese
Rebecca Girsch
Michael & Christine Gordon
Katie Graham
Greg Colando Floor Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Henn
Joe Hennessy
Denise Higgins
Steven & Diana Holland
Vickie Janicki
Rhonda Johnson
Ed & Lynn Jones
Thomas & Le Ann Kadlec
Robert Kern
Mike & Ann Klaskin
Elaine Klein
Kristin & John Kreckman
Steve Larrick
Margaret and Dan MacDonald
Doug & Gwen MacGregor
Scott & Mary MacGregor
Paul Machine

Maron Electric & Maron ESS
Doug & Stacey Marquis
Megan McCann
Dorri & James McWhorter
Heidi Miller
Russel & Randi Miron
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Morris
Nelnet, Inc
Eric Nixon
Andrew Nolan
Mark & Lana Nolan
P.M. Services Inc.
John & Judith Pendell
Point Financial, LLC.
Porter Pipe and Supply Co.
Prairie Capital Management
Michael Prate
Andrea & Ron Preston
Debbie Purcell
Daniel & Lisa Ragins
Frank & Maureen Riordan
Kelly Roscoe
Sean Ross
Ellen Seward
Keith & Elizabeth Sigale
Jeff & Heather Smith
Toni Stephens
Alison & Jim Storm
Ron & Caryn Suber
Andrea & Garett Suderski
Megan & William Sweeney
Brett Thomas
Shauna & Alex Thompson
Debi Tibbles
Kathleen White
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Whitehead
Lloyd & Frances Williams
Jeffery & Amy Young
Tim & Lisa Zimnowodzki

Planned Gifts
The following donors were so
moved by the mission of the
Make-A-Wish Foundation that
they made provisions to fund
wishes in their estate plans.
Every planned gift leaves a
legacy of hope, strength and
joy for special wish children -
children who will realize a
dream come true thanks to the
kind forethought of these
donors.  

Wish Visionary $100K +
Estate of Irene Tancer

Wish Investor $10,000 to $19,999
Estate of Dona Morsch
Estate of Rochelle Newlin

Wish Partner $2,500 to $5,000
Estate of Allan Rochow
Betty Lou Burton Trust

Internal Events
Thank you to everyone who attended a Make-A-Wish event this past year and took the time to learn more about our organization.  The
following is a list of donors who contributed to a Make-A-Wish hosted event in Fiscal Year 2008 including the Wish Ball and fall Golf Outing
through ticket and/or auction item purchases.

Wish Sustainer | $20,000 to $49,999
Brunswick Corporation
Jacob J.  Fink Charitable Foundation
Gerald & Marilyn Freda
John & Susan Novak
Peter & Cheryl Magrini
Richard & Jill Chaifetz
Anonymous

Wish Investor | $10,000 to $19,999
Alvin and Helene Eicoff Foundation
Deanne & Robert Wiedeman
Gary & Heather Graves

Steven & Diana Holland
Tina Lavezzorio

Wish Granter | $5,000 to $9,999
Brian & Carol Basic
Kevin & Mary Speicher
T.J. & Roman Chung
Tom & Mimi Marcucci

Wish Partner | $2500 to $4,999
Jennifer & Thomas Rowe
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
John & Michelle Butera

Wish Friend | $1,000 to $2,499
William & Clare Sullivan
Diane MacWilliams and Bob Nelson
Mary Ann Mahoney
Michael & Christine Gordon
Ronald & Julienne Lentz
Stephanie Springs

Gifts of Endowment
Contributions to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinois’ endowment help to sustain the organization by
providing funds to grant wishes in perpetuity. Endowment donations are permanently restricted gifts,
meaning the principal will not be spent but rather invested so the earnings can be used solely to fund
wishes.  Wish naming opportunities are available for gifts of $100,000.  Thanks to the following individu-
als who helped to grow the chapter’s endowment in Fiscal Year 2008.

In-Kind Honor Roll
Donations of goods and services are critically important to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinois, help-
ing to fulfill the heartfelt wishes of hundreds of children each year.  From frequent flier miles to event
auction items to complimentary hotel rooms, each gift is an important resource for the Foundation.
The following list represents our most generous donors of in-kind support.  In Fiscal Year 2008, $2.5 mil-
lion in in-kind gifts helped to stretch donated dollars even further.
AirTran Airways
American Airlines
Barba Concrete
Blue Plate
CDW
Cendant Car Rental Group (AVIS)
Delta Airlines
Disney Cruise Vacations
FCm Bannockburn Travel Solutions
Give Kids the World, Inc.

James & Joyce Herbison
Home Federal Savings & Loan Association 

Of Collinsville
Intercontinental Hotel Group - Asia Pacific
Kingston Far East Corporation
Lodestar Limo
Major League Baseball
Microsoft Community Affairs
Ty, Inc.
United Airlines

US Airways
Waikiki Marriott Beach Resort
Walt Disney World Resorts
Warner Brothers Entertainment, Inc.
World Wrestling Entertainment Corporate 

Headquarters
Z Entertainment



National Corporate Sponsors

Through partnerships with the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America, these national corporate partners have actively supported our local
chapter with community and financial support in Fiscal Year 2008.

WISH VISIONARY | $100,000+
Learning Care Group
Macy's 

WISH LEADER | $50,000 to $99,999
Discover

WISH SUSTAINER | $20,000 to $49,999
Bank of America
Kate Spade
Maggiano's
Morton's
Saputo 
TGI Fridays
United Healthcare

WISH INVESTOR | $10,000 to $19,999
Hartmann Luggage
Luxaire
Zales
Zurich

WISH GRANTER | $5,000 to $9,999
Allstate
BMW
HSBC
Midas
Wal-Mart

WISH FRIEND | $1,000 to $2,499
Cold Stone Creamery

Cancer survivor and Wish Child Yali , 17, of Highland Park, wished to design a
handbag with a famous fashion designer.  Yali was able to work with the
kate spade design team in New York and come up with a truly exceptional
piece. Intended to raise awareness of childhood cancer survivorship, the
over-the-shoulder handbag called “Yali’s Carry On Bag” was produced in
limited quantities. The unique bag was sold at selected kate spade boutiques
with half of the proceeds benefitting the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Yali’s bag was so popular that a second production run was set and quickly
sold out.  Her wish to spread the word about cancer survivors being able to
carry on resonated with the public and everyone involved in making her wish
come true.

For several years, Macy's card holders could support the Foundation through
the Thanks For Giving program. Macy's partnership has recently expanded to
include the Believe campaign where each letter to Santa dropped off in
Macy's stores results in a donation to the Make-A-Wish Foundation during the
holiday season. Wish Child Mia and her family were so excited by Macy's
Believe campaign, they got Mia's whole school involved in writing letters and
volunteered to drop them all off at their local Macy's.  

Additionally, Macy's provides exceptional experiences for wish children
including personal shoppers, red carpet treatment, makeovers and more.
Each child who encounters Macy's as part of their wish gets the royal treat-
ment and is showered with kindness from Macy's employees.



Financials



Financials

Based on financial statements audited by Grant Thornton LLP.

We raised over $7.2 million in cash revenue towards
both our annual and endowment funds through a
diversified set of fundraising programs.

FY04

Wish Trend

The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinois granted
640 wishes in Fiscal Year 2008.  In Fiscal Year 2009,
the chapter plans to grant close to 700 wishes in
Illinois.

Expense Ratio

Our program service expense ratio was 80 per-
cent in Fiscal Year 2008.  

Individual / Community
Gifts (33%)

Corporate Gifts (18%)

Planned Gifts (3%)

Grants (8%)

External Special Events
(21%)

Internal Special Events, net
(17%)

80%
Program Services

14%
Fundraising

6%
Management and General

FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08

559 584 628 629 640

FISCAL YEAR 2008 AT-A-GLANCE

How are funds raised?



Financials

Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total

Revenues, gains and other support
Individual/Community Gifts $2,163,650 $167,663 $47,556 $2,378,869
Corporate Gifts 1,301,600 3,759 11,300 1,316,659
Planned Gifts 248,284 - - 248,284
Grants 533,276 17,500 28,959 579,735
External Special Events 1,307,856 208,574 - 1,516,430
Internal special events 1,661,453 66,166 - 1,727,619

Less direct benefit cost to donor (479,469) - - (479,469)
Internal special events, net 1,181,984 66,166 - 1,248,150

In-Kind Gifts 2,480,675 17,055 - 2,497,730
Total Revenues 9,217,325 480,716 87,815 9,785,857

Investment income 190,510 - - 190,510
Realized gains on investments, net 378,103 - - 378,103
Unrealized losses on investments, net (805,560) - - (805,560)
Other income 11,738 - - 11,738
Net assets released from restrictions 574,288 (485,088) (89,200) -
Total revenues, gains and other support 9,566,403 (4,370) (1,385) 9,560,648

Expenses and losses
Program services 7,671,551 - - 7,671,551
Fundraising 1,361,256 - - 1,361,256
Management and general 579,501 - - 579,501
Total expenses and losses 9,612,308 - - 9,612,308

Aquisition of southern Illinois territory (104,199) - - (104,199)

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (150,104) (4,370) (1,385) (155,859)

Net assets at the beginning of year 2,790,918 616,634 2,649,389 6,056,941
Net assets at the end of year 2,640,814 612,264 2,648,004 5,901,082

Statement of Activities
Year Ended August 31, 2008

NOW
Carly has kept in
touch with the
Foundation and even
helped during a
cooking segment on
local television to pro-
mote a Make-A-Wish
fundraiser with
Maggianno’s.

THEN
Carly was thrilled to

meet Rachel Ray
during her wish in

2006.  Carly, 13 at the
time, still loves to

cook and is living
with her family in the
southwest suburbs of

Chicago.



ASSETS 2008 2007

Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $  1,973,307 $  2,237,217
Investments 4,068,611 2,107,924
Contributions receivable, net 847,182 861,527
Accounts receivable, net 1,745 2,303
Due from National / other chapters 168,579 139,867
Prepaid expenses 105,017 77,405
Inventory 17,977 23,287

Total current assets 7,182,418 5,449,530

Long-term investments - 1,260,933
Contributions receiveable, net of current portion 228,165 441,202
Furniture and equipment, net 123,341 100,885
Leased property under capital leases 15,403 -

Total non-current assets 366,909 1,803,020

Total assets $  7,549,328 $  7,252,550

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $    471,234 $    331,518
Accrued pending wish costs 1,129,577 735,613
Due to other chapters 10,170 93,678
Deferred Revenue 19,456 34,800
Capital leas obligation, current portion 2,827 -

Total current liabilities 1,633,264 1,195,609

Capital lease obligation, net of current portion 14,982 -
Total non-current liabilities 14,982 -

Total liabilities 1,648,246 1,195,609

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted 2,640,814 2,790,918
Temporarily Restricted 612,264 616,634
Permanently restricted 2,648,004 2,649,389

Total net assets 5,901,082 6,056,941

Total liabilities and net assets $  7,549,328 $ 7,252,550

Statements of Financial Position
For Years Ended August 31

Financials



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PETER ANTHONY, VICE CHAIR
UGN, Inc.

President & CEO
Tinley Park

CARLOS CATA, CORPORATE DOCUMENTS
OFFICER

Heidrick & Struggles
Principal
Chicago

DR. RICHARD CHAIFETZ
ComPsych Corporation

Chairman & CEO
Chicago

T.J. CHUNG
Navman Wireless Holdings

CEO
Lake Forest

JOHN DISHAROON
Caterpillar Inc.

Director of Sustainable
Development

Peoria

JOE DOTOLI
Vericlaim, Inc.

CEO
Naperville

DOUG ECKROTE, CHAIR
CDW

Senior Vice President Purchasing
and Operations

Vernon Hills

MONICA GADSBY
SMG Multicultural

Chief Executive Officer
Chicago

JOHN GALLOP
Advisory Research
Managing Director

Chicago

KERRYANN HAASE
Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP
Attorney at Law and Partner

Chicago

TERRY HATCH, M.D.
University of Illinois &

Carle Clinic
Champaign-Urbana

FRITZ HIRSCH
Sassy Baby, Inc.
President & CEO

Bannockburn

WAYNE JANUS
Whitnell & Co.

President
Oak Brook

LISA KONIECZKA, VICE CHAIR
CB Richard Ellis

Executive Vice President
Chicago

PETE MAGRINI
Northern Trust

SVP Worldwide Operation &
Technology

Chicago

TOM MARCUCCI
Mayor, Elmhurst, IL

Elmhurst

DORRI McWHORTER
Crowe Chizek and Co., LLC

Partner & Executive,
Risk Services Practice

Oak Brook

DOUG PATRICK
Hyatt Hotels & Resorts

Senior V.P. of Human Resources
Chicago

LARRY PILON
Grainger

Senior V.P., Human Resources
Lake Forest

KEVIN SPEICHER
McKinsey & Company

Principal
Chicago

RICK STEARNS, TREASURER
Lazard Freres & Co.
Managing Director

Chicago

WILLIAM SULLIVAN
Illinois Tool Works Inc.
Group Vice President

Glenview

JEFF YOUNG
Vice President of Tax

GATX Corporation
Chicago

*DIRECTORS EMERITI

MICHAEL J. BERKERY

PATRICIA W. BRUDER

EDWARD M. GERSTEIN
Edward M. Gerstein & Associates

DIANE MAC WILLIAMS
Quicksilver

STAFF LEADERSHIP
STEPHANIE S. SPRINGS

Chief Executive Officer

DARYL MAH THOMANN
Chief Operating Officer

RENEE DAVIS
Director, Program Services

MALIA HUFF
Director, Individual Giving

Board & Staff
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REFER A CHILD
Share the Power of A Wish® with a special child.  If you know of a child with a life-
threatening medical condition who has not had a wish granted by Make-A-Wish or
another wish-granting organization, contact us to find out how to help the family refer
their child for a wish.

VOLUNTEER
Providing each child with a magical wish experience requires many dynamic and car-
ing volunteers.  On all levels of the organization, volunteers support the mission of the
Foundation by lending their time and expertise. 

MAKE A CONTRIBUTION
Donations are a great way to support the wish-granting efforts of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of Illinois.  Whether a gift comes from an individual, corporation, foundation
or community group, each donation will help dreams become realities for special wish
children here in Illinois.  As a registered 501(c)3 organization, contributions are fully tax-
deductible as allowed by law.  

GIFTS OF CASH
Cash gifts are the most popular form of giving to the Make-A-Wish Foundation
and can be made through a check, credit card or electronic transfer from your
financial institution.  Larger commitments can be tracked via a pledge and paid
down over a designated timeframe.

GIFTS OF ASSETS
The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinois can turn your gift of stock, property or
other assets into a dream come true for a special child.  Please call 312.602.9474
to inquire how to get started on making an important donation of material
goods to benefit the Foundation.

PLANNED GIFTS
Remembering the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinois in will and estate plans is a
wonderful way to leave a legacy of support.  If you would like to learn more
about planned giving options, including will and estate plans or IRA contribu-
tions, please contact the Make-A-Wish Foundation at 312.602.9474.

IN-KIND GIFTS
Donations of goods and services help to defray the cost of granting wishes.
Most new products can be useful for the Foundation.  Donations of frequent flier
miles and hotel points are especially needed and directly support our wish-
granting efforts.

Mail Contributions To:
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinois

640 N. LaSalle Drive, Suite 280
Chicago, Illinois 60654-3754

Online:
Make a secure online donation at www.wishes.org/giving.

Contact Us:
312.602.9474 (800.978.9474, toll-free outside of Chicago area)

Ways To Help



Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Illinois
640 N. LaSalle Drive, Suite 280
Chicago, Illinois 60654-3754

312.602.WISH  •  800.978.WISH  •  www.wishes.org

Peoria Office
309.637.1659

Springfield Office
217.544.9470

Collinsville Office
618.343.9682


